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Re: Draft EIS/EIR

Ogden wishes to make the tb!]owhag comments on the Draft EISiELR:

The grap~¢ shown throughout the Phase lI Ir~terim Report depicts the Bay~Delta wate~ solution id-ddistically
as a jigsaw puzzle with each piece being of equal raze, leaatog me tearier to conclude that each pax’t of the
solution tames equal weight, h reality, the mum focus of the Draft EIS/EII~ as currwatly wrkten, axe
variable program elements of Conveyance and Storage. Ogden believes ~ Watershed Maragemetrt above
the dams can play as vital a role as eoJavcy’ance and storage, yet it remahas as a relatively ,~mall unexplored
and ill-defimd "puzzle piece". Mzna~e~ent of the .Uoper wate.rsheds needs .t.o he elevated in import~n~
and analw©d ~ an integral ua~..o..ir.th~ and st.o.ra~e

Clea~’ly Cali£o.t.t~n ~w--d~ tttu~ t~bl~ w~te~ wittt ox w~Ltttrat more s~orage or better conveyaaee systeras..We
can get it through bu~ldirg more storage to catch excess whetter aJad spring runoff or ttLtough i.vaptov~d water
conservalaon measures by agriculture and urban users. These soIut~oas are r¢lati-~ely ca,s3’ tc define aad
evaluate. However, ~t £s becor~ing clear from scientific studies that a long-terra corat~tment to rest~ri~ ~e
vcatcrsh~ds above the dams~ the °’wells" for California’s water system, can be a majo: part ofth~ water
supply and timing solution. This bears serious further inve.qtigation.

The US Fo~ .~er~4ce alorm h~ estimated that l-2 milhon aore fob]year of tu~lditlonal water c, oul¢l b¢
produced from it’s California lands by l~g¢ scale appli~tion of manage~zaeff[ pl’~Tt]~s trader current
wate.t’shvd m~mvSvm~l~t poli~y. TI~ £~ accomplished thzough inmgrmexl applieal~on of several managera~
prances:

Thinning excess vegetation to reduce evapotranspiratinn loss.

--~ Removal ofth¢ huge buildup of forest gt’omtd aatd ladder fuels tt~ reduce the risk
of large-scale watershed disturbance from catastrophic wildfires.

--> Restoration of damaged meadows, ~tream r.hannets, and riparian areas to increase
upper watershed water storage and delay the timing of water release.

-~ Fix eroding road systems and compacted soils which contribute to sediment
loading in streams and dams and high peak flows during storm events.
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